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interest in Germany. The territorial State is in effect a ter-
ritorial aggregate, with its population, conceived as an
estate belonging in usufruct to a given prince; the concept
is visibly of feudal derivation, and the habit of mind which
makes it a practicable form of political organisation is the
feudal habit of personal subservience to a personal master.
In such a polity subordination, personal allegiance, is the
prime virtue, the chief condition precedent to its carrying
on 5 while insubordination is the fatal vice, incompatible
with such a coercive system.
As seen from the standpoint of the political interests in
such a State, the spirit of abnegation is by apologetic euphe-
mism spoken of as "duty," while insubordination is called
"contumacy." The former is the habit of mind engendered
by continued and consistent suppression, and is the basis of
a servile political organisation, such as the territorial State;
the latter, if allowed a free course will eventuate in an
anarchistic autonomy, such as appears to have been the
constitution of Germanic society in the prehistoric ages
before the barbarian invasions established a coercive rule
in what is now the Fatherland. The latter appears to coin-
cide with the natural bent of these peoples; but the former
has that secure hold on their spirit that results from fifteen
centuries of submission to a masterful discipline of coer-
cion. The spirit of "duty" in these people is apparently not
"nature," in the sense of native proclivity; but it is "second
nature" with the people of the Fatherland, as being the in-
grained traditional attitude induced by consistent and pro-
tracted experience.
In speaking of these things in the terms current among